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WISCONSIN'S JOB PICTURE
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the recession started in December 2007, and the

state’s job base today is still 5.4 percent below its

pre-recession level. 2950
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unemployment in the state is nearly twice

Wisconsin's pre-recession level (4.5 percent in
December 2007). (Table 1, Figure 3 on back page)
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UPWARD TREND
The hard hit manufacturing and construction
X ) L, 2,600 | SN B B B B B B EEE R R S S B S S B B S S R S R R B

sectors both posted gains last month. Wisconsin’s R EEE R N R R

. . . . . 0900090006000 000000009 o000 T LT ¢
manufacturing sector gained 3,300 jobs in April 2585 % F532358s538325858533383835¢e3¢2
2010, following similar increases in January, February,
and March. Four consecutive months of job growth Figure 2
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JOB LOSS STILL FAR WORSE THAN RECENT RECESSIONS

The severity of this recession stands out in comparison to the three most recent downturns of 2001, 1990, and even that of 1981. With the
job base at 5.4 percent below its pre-recession level, the Wisconsin economy suffers a substantially larger deficit than has been seen in
generations. Despite the increase in jobs starting at the beginning of this year, we have a long way to climb to regain the jobs we've lost.
Moreover, although 28 months have passed since the start of this recession, Wisconsin's unemployment rate remains stubbornly high, and
now parallels early 1980s levels. (Figures 3 and 4)

Figure 3
WISCONSIN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IN CURRENT RECESSION,
COMPARED WITH 1981, 1990, AND 2001 RECESSIONS
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